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BIRTH

SPACE ON THEIR uIMD part UNE,

One of the ;reat things sbout
in whetever formet you like - pro
won't offend the essily offended

O BUSE P ROJECT .
Februsry 1966, Published by George Locke,
86 Chelscs Gurdens, Che lece Bridge Rosd,
London, 8.7.1, ENGLsND. #or Fentesy Ameteur
Prese nssocistion end 'Collecting—type fene, !

fenzines is thut you cen Jublish what you went to,
vided, of couree, thet you mske surc your material
fost Office,

For & long time, I've been venting to write a book sbout old interplone tavy

fiction, I could try snd intercst
of books on the subject, I didn't
feel like writing & strei_htforus
such &8 wnecdotes sbout finding b
the contents of whetever books we
be reletively formless, If it wes
heve & hell of & lot of herd work
certainly wouldn't unde rteke such

g pablisher, but es there sre vlready & number
reckon much of my chences. In gny cuage, I didn't
rd book, I wented to include sll sorts of stuff,
ooks, collectin: in genersl ss we 11 ss deacribing
rc¢ pveileble to me. Obviously, such s thin,; would
to be profcssionslly published, it would have %o
to construct it into s sstisfuctory book, I

8n €pic without some sort of contrsct — sgnd any

publisher givinz a¢ & contrect to oublish the sort of book I visuslise would be

med,
S0 - 1t'11 com¢ out - in psrts

(in other words, ws I work on it} - &8 & fenzine,

The puges which follow or¢ the first fruits. The first stencils cut, I plen on the

final result conteinin;; 1) a8 ncs

r & comnplete checklist of interplenc tery fiction

€8 I cen meke, in chronoltgicul order, up to 1914,

2) Detuils sbout titles shich heven't bien cove red € lsc—-
“here which sre avuileblc to me — ic, in ay collection, Un¢ of th( umsin ressons
for scndin: this first pert out now is to meke & plee to eny collcetors who cun

help with informution sbout some
“hich follow,

of the titles in the thirds of the threce lists

3) aiscelluncous stuff. £s5 mell us mor &fneral stuff,

the re will be sovme essncivtionsl

meterial, like the review of SDVENTURES .IN THE

#4OCN which I've printed on Fuge 5, und reprints of onc or two short items, such
68 en 1899 take—-0ff of Jules Ve rne (4 TRIP TO THE SUN} snd some €xcerpts fronm
the 1881 fuke ncwspiper THE CO.ET'S ToLE. (4 newspuper purported to heve been
published by th¢ inhubitunts of o come t, )

Following is & list of titles

which vill wppesr in futurc perts of this thing,

LIST 1, (TITLES which will be listed whiéh ere covered in fuir detsil (1scﬂh(rc.)

VERNE Heetor Scrvsdec,...GREG heross the zodise.,..ANONY.OUS Politics end Life
in Murs....LAURIE The Conquest of the 400ns ¢ + «ilACCOLL wr Strenger's Sewled Pocket,

. .CROUJ.IE i"‘i Plur’f;:;( intD S;chl * s
‘orlds,,..UNRO 4 Trip to Venus,.
Spece wnd Time..., DU MAURIER The

LENG Prinecc Ricerdo.... ASTOR 4 Journcy to Othe
« ELLS ur of the Yorlde,...7ELLS Telcs of
sertion,.. HALE The Brick ioon, .+ JSERVISS The

Conquest of Murs,,,, ELLS The First ucn In The yoon, .. ARNOLD Licut, Gulliver

Jones,.,,3RIFFITH & Hone yaoon in
iars Viy The yoon....

Spacc....SEBVISS Columbus of Spuce.... *ICKS To

LIST 2. (TITLES in my collcction which I will be wble to Live deteils of,)

HERJES snother Yorld, or, Fro mnts from the Stur City of wontelluysh, , . PENRICE
Skywerd und Eurthwerd....LiCK SuYRub wlericl....C.8.H BRERETON The Lest Deys of

v1lympus,,..BUOSTON SUND:Y GLOB Th
tnuscs,,,.BLOT The :un From Murs
Broker....FLAMSARIAN Urenis,...L!

b

Comet's Tule,,,.GRUVES & LUCAS The ‘or of +4he
«« oo JIAUN 1500 wiles en Hour,,..UOUGLASS Phsroghs
ESTRANGE Plutonie.,..PALL&NDER Across the Zodioe



LIST 2 tinued, ....ROGERS The Kite Trust...., 'INDSOR Lome, & Citizeén from Ve nus
LT Sondinu 0000 SGFFLING The Story Hunt(r....HUNTLEY’SpDopcndyke Ske¢tches

\Includee the Verne toke—off I mxntiomed ¢orlicr,)....4a8TIN Throu,n The Sun In
An pirship....FENTON ASH (wku FRANK AUSBREY) A Trip to .wrs.,..BARLUJ The Timortels'’
Griut uest,,..DELAIRE 4round u,Dia}ant Ster,.,.GRISEZOUD Zarleh The wertisn.,..
HARRIS » Romunce in Redium,... ARRIS Lif¢ in o Thousand Worlds....RaFFsLOVITCH

Plene tury Journeys wend Eerthly Sketches, . RAFFALOVITCH The Deuce end All....
RICHARDS Atulents, or, Nine sonths in th¢ Lvening Ster.,.. EISS Journcys to the
Plenct uere,...HaLLEN éngilin, 4 Venitc King.... HOANER The ir Jinged Destiny.,.,
LURGAN & GANTHONY 4 iicssuge from lurs....REPHSEL Up Above,

LIST 3. This is reelly the most iampo-tent list of &1l, I would be very greteful
o for informetion on ¢ny of thcse titles, It's wlso, by the way, & wents
list, end if you heve copies of . lanst uny of these for sele, I vould like very
auch to buy them, I heve ond or two of the titles in the first tro lists to gpsre
end would be very milling to trede, {For instence, 7ur of the Yenus¢s, which is &
§c: rec -tekc ~off of /er Uf The Vorlds, LuPORTsNT: This TIst 1sn'f o bt re garded
€8 un vecurste che cRITEL™DIBPGEe Tiction, One or two of the titlcs mey nét be
intcrplonctarics, '
GASTON wmurs Reveeled... ANONY.:OUS & Thousend Yesrs Hence ... .COLE The Aurorsphone
C-IDGE Utvpiu.... DAIL {illmoth Th¢ Wdenderer,.,.DIEUDOMNE ®ondsh....NEJ/COWB His
"isdom the¢ Dcfendcr,..,,CULE The Struggle for Eampire....CARTEKR The Feople of the
Moon, .. CLLRKE A wlediden of wors,..,DOUGHTY sirrikh....fLaduwARION Lumen, ... .
JANE To Venus in Eight Scconds....PUOPE & Journcy to wmers..,.POPE A Journcy to Venus,
o+ «RAUSEY Tvo Billions of jjddes....STUuP From Yorld to world,...wsSTIN The Stolen
2lenet, .. HORNER By rcroplenc to the Sun....ORkaICHAEL Th¢ wen in the soon,...
COUK Adrift in-the Unknorm, .. . DODING The uon From sors....GRATACAP The C¢ rtainty
of & Future Lifc in Mers,..,HaNNAN Thuke of the oon....HEZKING & King of mers....
HENLEY A wicn Trom Mers,,. .dONTGOMERY On o Lerk to the Plencts....RO0K Throu;h
Spuce ... ,ROCKTOID Throu.h Spuce to wurs,.,... EISS Dcoiwon Huydes. ... ENNEDY The
Triunc verse, ., ,ROCK 'O0D Lost on the woon,
v.+.Plus wny others not listed obove., Up to 1914, Especiolly, & megezine story:
In The Deeps of Time, publishcd wbout 1898, also wented, Sum woskowitz! srticle
dn The Gey Ninctics in Fentwstic Universc of cwrly 1960,
REFERENCES USED: Bu — BAILEY Pilgrims Throu h Spsce snd Time,..P) - BLETLER &
DIKTY The Chccklist of Funtestic Litersturc,..., 0 — CL-RKE The
T.le of the Future,... G - GREEN Into Othcr Zorlds,.,... — LEIGHTON uoon Trave 1le re
veeetid — MOORE Science end Fiction. Inforawtion wbout other refercnce vorks, esp-
€civlly stuff - hich sppesrcd in funzines, -nuld be ‘gratefully » - -cd,
Fom ok ok Ok K ok ok K R ok ok ok ok ok F ok ok k% ok & kLK % K Kok ok K ok ok ok h %k ok ok % v w ok
NOTE, During April c¢nd dey 1966, amy wdress will be: : o -
¢/o Joscph C, Lincoln, 8320 T, HucDonuld Drive, Scottsdslc, Arizone,

After thet, during June, I shull be o Vegreih with no figés'ﬁadr(ss.
Iontetively, I'Il be ackin ¢ biy, wide cirelc from arizbne to Seattle, then
wCross country 10,Chicago and «ll noints cust, 4t least, cesumin: the Grevhound
buscs don't o 'on strike or som thing, I've no informetion s yet on’ convent ions
curing thet period, but if there ere oy on I'd wery much like to ottend them
¢nd huve o chenee t0 mc et Ame ricun SF Fans — €speciully those I used t0 b: in corm
“8pondinece with when I wus sctive o few yeoLrs ezo,

I tpologise for the screspincss of these two pouges of intronduction, =8 it were.
dy typewriter, the feithful old beusst vhich T bought ycers sgo in Kenyw, is beginmng
to dic ~ st lcwst, I cun only ettribute the s8lijping of its lind 8 uce ing dfviéc.
to 8enile decey, It wusn't exectly now.vhen I bough{ it., To FiaPAne - apolories for
: wpezine vhich few, if any, of you will reed, The ¥e¢''11l be wnother I sD 700D luter
in the year, oL ~———Gcorge Locke,



4 FICTITIOUS travel beck entitled OF THE WONDERFUL THINGS BEYDND THULZ, by
Antonius Diogenes, inoduded a voyage to theMoon, Although this story hasn't
survived as faras the twentieth century, it lived long enough to inspire
the earliest known moon voyages - Lucian's jolly little trips into space,

ca. A.D, 120 - 200. Lucian of'Samosata. Icaro—Menippus: Translated by Francis
Hickes inl634,

Flies there by means of wings. ((G Ba L M))

ca. AD 120 - 200, Lucian of Samosata, True History. Translated by Francis

Hickes in 1634'Th’e hero is whipped onto the Moon by a whirlwind.

A very attractive edition is the translation of St. J. Basil
Wynne Wilson, Blackwoods 1899, and illustrated By A. Payne Garnett,
((¢ Ba L M)) '




1516. LUDOVICO ARIOSTQ. Qrismdo Furioso. Translated by Harrington 1591. o

adventurous kniéH{; mounted on a hippogrsph, seazchsg for the lost wits

of a friend of his. St. John tells him to go to the Mépn where'everyshing
lost to the Earth isstored. And so he goes, in the same shariot which
carried Elias to Hemven. ((G Ba L))

1634. JQHANY KEPLER. LU s
S OHANY KEPLER. Somnlum The fusous mstronomer's hero, Duracotus, is

taken by & daemon in a dream to the moon, a world there life is dict-
ated by the length of the lunar day. ((G Ba L M))

1633. FRANCIS GODWIN. The iMan in_ the Moone.John Norton;London 1638 67 Ill.

Domingo Gongales is towed to the moon on an eeronautical frauwevork of
wood and cords by a flock of tamed wild swans called Gansas., Unlike
most of the epics of the next hundred years or so, this is rnashamedly
an adventure story. ({G Ba L M Bl))

1656, ATHANASIUS SIRCHER. Ltinerarium Exstaticum. , . ... ¢ the heavens

conducted by the angel Cosmiel includes a description of an inhab-
itable moon. ((G))

1657- CYRANO DE BERGERAC. VWorlds of the Sun and the iMeon.
1662.

Publishing history
is complicated; there is an illustrded edition dated 1923 wuich isn't
too hard to come bv,

Cyrano wrote two stories. One flight is effected by working an the
observation:- “Dew disappears in the morning. It is sucked up by the
sun. Therefire, use this prineiple to fly.¥ The other is the acclaimed
first interplanetary to use the principle of the rocket, {(¢ Ba L i Bl)

1666, DUCHESS OF NEZWCLSTLE. The Description of a New World, called the
Blazing “orld. London.

The first woman astronaut visits many worlds,
hobnnbbing with 1lunar men, bear-men, bird-men snd fly-men. Shades of
Flash Gordon. ((L)) it

? LUCAS LUNANIMUS OF LUNEBERG. The Lunarians; Or News from the Worid of
the Moon,

The nhero went te the Moon on a kite, fixed to its tnil.((L))

1637, APHRA BEHN. The Bmperor of the MOOM. gutire derivatite of e.rlicr
works. ((G L)) ; :

1692, DANIEL,GABRIEL. Voyage to the Torld ¢f Cartesius. T Bennett London 293

The hero's soul, seperated from his body by sneezing violently upon &
special snuff, is guided to the moon, the home of dear, departed
souls. ((G Ba L B1))

1697. BELKANAH SETTLE. The World of the Moomn;an OPeT&. 4nother satire jumping

on the bandwagon of moon fiction.

D)



1764.

1734,
1785.
" 1793,

1793,

1308.

1813,

FBANCIS GENTLEMAN. A Trip to the Moon. Sir Humphréy Lunaticik, the hero,

‘falls asleep in the rays of the moon and wakes up to find himself on

our much visited satellite. A dull political and literary sstire. Remind
me to close the curtains wnbn I go to bed. ((G L))
WILLIAM THOMSON. Man in the Moon.

James Fox is carried into the satelllte for an object lesson in the art
of government. ((G)) '

R'E‘RASPE' Baron Munchagsen. Th2 Good Baron ascends to the moon by a

Rind of Jack-in-the-Beanstalk method. Not the most serious of the earlier
interplanetaries.

LRATUS. & Voyage to the Moon; Strongly Reccomended to A1l Lovers of
Real Freedom. The Author; London 1793'Strongly recommended to all

comnpletists, this is yet another political satiret ((Ba Bl))

LNONYMOUS. 4 Voyage to the Moon. Printed for the Author and sold by

J. Ridgewsy; London 1793 3"Llsted in Bleiler, it's possible that
this might be another incarnation of the item immediately above, by
Aratus. ((Bl))

NICHOLAS LUNATIC, 'Satyric Tales.

This collection includes i Voyage
to_the Moon, which is another satire in which the journey is achieved
by baloon. ((G))

GEORGE'FOWLER. 4 Flight to the Moon; or, The Vision of Randalthus.
A Miltenberger; Baltimore 1813 185,

Aifter a visit to the moon,

~ guided by an angel in a vision, Randalthus visits Mercury and the

1816~
_1817.

1818,

1327.

sun, & vehicle for the author's scientific theories, as a change
from satire. ((Ba Bl))

THOMAS ERSKINE. Armata, a Fragment. John Murray; London 1816-1317.

Armata is an island on a twin-planet attached to the Earth at the
South Pole, and reachsd by = seventy~-thousand mile long chanell which
extands between the two. Back to satire, ((Ba Bl))

R. PHILLIPS. The Man in th“ Moon; & Farce, J. Roblnson Baltimore

-1818 33'((31))

JOSuPH ATTERLEY & Voyagb to the Moon. Elam Bliss; liew York IR27 264.

»Thls story is notable as the first to use an antigravity metal as

the motive force of the spaceship, This métal (Lunurlum) vas reypelled
by Earih and attracted to -the moor, which presumably didn't have the
same species of ‘gravity.

A polltlcal piece in which one Charles



1703.

1705.

1706,

1727.

1728,

1747.

1751.

1752,

1757,

DAVID RUSSEN. Iter Lunare, or, & Voyagze to the Moon., J.Nutt; London

1703 147'According to Greene, this is a heavy, humourless book. The
astronaut is thrown at the moon by a big catapault mounted on a mountain,
((6¢ Ba L B1))

DANIEL DEFOE. The Consolidator, or, Memoirs of Sundry Transactions from
the World in the Moon. B.Bragg; London 1705 36O'This one has an intrig-

uingly detailed flying machipe involving feathers, but the imagination
of Robinson Crusoe's author leaves him when it comes to dreaming up his
lunarians. They are very much like the peopleon Earth. Political satire.

(@)

THOMALS D'URFEY. Wonders in the Sun; or, The Kingdom of the Birds,., Tonson;
London 1706 69.,
satlre,

very much derivative of Cyrano. ((G Bl))

SAMUEL BRUNT. 4 Vovage to Cacxlogalllnla. J.Watson, printer; London

1727 167, A satire of a 'Country of the Birds' which organises a voyage
to the moon in search of gold. The hero, towed by birds, finds his
weight decreases as he progresses away from Earth, a phenomenon which
should surely havé made him a life member of the Royal Society for the
prevention of Cruelty to Birds. ((G L B1))

MURTAGH McDERMOTT. A Trip to the Moon. Printed at Dublin and London

o]
for J.Roberts. 1728.n, 416 moon by whirlwind; back again by blowing
himself up - or down - w1th a sizeable nuantltv of dynemite, Other-
wise .a satire, ((G L BI))

ANONYMOUS A New Journey to the World in the Moon.

After arguing that

”phys1cal and scientific methods of space travel are impossible, the

hero sends his 'Imagination' and 'thinking faculty' off Earth, thus
proving the power of mind over matter, ((G

RALPH MORRIS. 4 Narrative of the Life and /stonishing Adventures of
John Daniel. Printed for M.Cooper; London 1751.

John Daniel, with his
son Jacob, are shipwrecked on a desert island. Jacob builds a flying

‘machine in which they go to the moon, not entirely by design. Like

Godwin, de Bergerac and Lucian, this is one of the 'classic' inter-
plametarles, and was rerrinted in 1926 in a handsomne, 111ustrated

'Library of Imposters edition.  ({(¢ Ba L B1))

FRANCOIS DE T4 . Mi gs
0 VOLTAIRE. Micromegsas. Another classic, this one is the first

to present beings from others worlds visiting us. & Sirian and a
Saturnian - two. giants - are two thorough supermen, and derive some
amusement from us poor little fellows on Zarth. ((Ba 1))

MILES WILSON. The History of Israel Jobson the Wandering Jew.
The hero

is teken on a tour by a. Guardian ingel, wisiting the Moon, Mars,
Jupiter and Saturn.
sccording to Greene, Wilson also published a pamphlet ecalled
THE M.N IN THE MOON where the hero climbed up to the moon by means of
& rope ladder. ((G L))

R



1829, THOMAS CROFTON CROIIER. Legends of the Lakes. 'DanieI O'Rourke' is the

legend we're interested in. an inebriated 1ittle tale in which an eagle
carries a boozed-up Irish gamekeeper to a rather fanciful little Luna,

((a))

1835, EDGAR ALLAN POE. The Unparralleled 4Adventure of one Hans Pfaall,

ilthough
Poe was the brilliant innovator of the detective story, his contribution
to fictional space lore took a step back, if anything. 4 mere baloon, in
the progressive nineteenth century? ((¢ Ba L M))

1835. RICHARD ADAMS LOCKE, The Great Lunar Hoax. (In the New York Sun; reprin-

ted in 1852.) A1l lies, this series of articles about the life purported
to be found on the moon by the big new Herschel telescope at the Cape
of Good Hope. ((G Ba M))

1836. ASNONYMOUS. Adventures in the Moon, and Other Worlds. Longman; London
1836 447.

This title was ome of the first to find its way into my

collection - while I was still at college and recovering from the fin-
ancial mess that collecting wartime Astoundings had left me in.
Purported to have been written by Lord John Russell, I found it in a
very dusty old bookshop tucked away in the backstreets of Chelsea., The
owner was a youngish man who appeared to have stepped, geaunt, bearded
and intense, from the public picture of the Chelsee Bohemian. The shop
has since closed down, like mzny of the old second hend bookshops, but
I still sometimes run across its owner, unchanged and with a knapsack
on his back, around the market stalls.

The book consists of a long story, & Journey to the Moon, and a
number of shorter vieces, mostly in the form of dialogues. There are
two ways of looking at it: as an example of early science fiction
and, inevitably, as a vehicle for satire and worldly commentary.

The following review, which appeared in THE METROPOLIT.LN magazine
for January 1837, takes cere of the latter.

"These are very clever essays certainly, but in = very easy dep-
artment. When we throw off, in the very beginning, all probability,
it matters not much what the authot may say afterwards. There
should be some aptness in these impossible things to things poss-
ible; and after the first pIunge into the unnatural is taken, all
things that succeed, should be consistent with themselves. ;
Thus, if a man be conveyed, by the potent will of the author,
into the moon or any other planet, and the traveller caries with
him his-five earthly senses, it is not correct to make him see,
hear, smell, touch or taste, otherwise than he would on earth,
The authot has not adhered strictly to this plan; and for our part,
we must say, that we think his inequalities have an unpleasant
effect. But these remarks apply only to the machinery, to the
vehicles by which the author's instruction and his satire are
conveyed. 4lmost every morszl and political relation of man, all
his common, and individual feelings, ‘are held up to ridicule or
brought under his scourge. '
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The work is in one volume, and a2 rather bulky one for an oc-
tavo - there is tcoo much of it - the dose is too large. Taey
would have made good papers for a magazine. Caustic is a good
agent, but is must never be administered too unspsringly. Some
who mav call this cavilling would say, if the aggregate of it
that is offered you be too much to be applied at once, you may
take as little of it as you like at a time, So you may. But
neither the author nor his publisher would be content with this.
manner of dealing. We cannot, however, conclude this our short

notice, without doing justice to the excellent meterials that we
think are so inartificielly thrown together., They are acute,
evince a great knowledge of the world, =znd of the actusting
elements of society, 2na the style, in 211 its varieties of
playfullness, scorn, irony or bitterness is always almost as good
as such a style can be.

As to what may be the success of a work of this description,
it is almost impossible to nredict; it is a novel experiment,
and & volume upon vhich the world will not, either through ign-
orance or through indolence, think for themselves. e know of
no publication lately that deserves so much pushing, and there
is no great number of books that deserve it more. The title, of
itself, is rather repellent, iving rise to the opinion that the
work to which it is prefixed must be rambling, vague and vision-
ary. But it is evident that the author, whoever he msy be, has not
put forth the whole of his strength, and we are led more to aduire
the power that produced the volume thun the vdume itself. There
is, we are sorry to say, one thing ageinst it - it has been in-
ordinately praised by a periodical thet his, with a singular
fatality, almost invariably run counter to the public opinion,
totally condemning worxs that have afterwards become highly pop-
ular, sand too often lavishing its praise upon the still-born
children of the press."

And now for the science fictionsl aspect. The 2authot, influenced
by Ariosto, describes the moon as having been proved to be the rest-
ing place of all that is lost to earth. A scientific invention -

"the nature of which is so wellknown that no description need be
given of the journey" enables our hero to visit the satellite. He
goes there in company with &« large number of cther people, making
this possibly the first story of interulanetary travel open to every-
body. Some of the reasons for going are +to find one's lost: health,
good humour, character, youth, fame - and all the rest! (chept,
apparantly, the bodily forms of your dear, departed relatives.)

It's implied in places that some lumir agency is in cherge of this
museum, but this agency is never described. Jver-thing, however, is
sorted, classified and stored. Some things, like lost advice which
is never taken, womanly nagzing which falls on deaf ears =2nd political
speeches, are present as disembodied voices in the air., Lvery time a
wind ‘springs up, they are all mixed up together and generally tossed
around. After the wind dies down, they slowly return to their own
niches, their own valleys.

Other things, like lost spirits, lost hopes and so on, are kept
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in bottles. A whiff of your lost spirits cheers you up, whilst a
snifter of your leost hopes acts as a better tonic than purple hearts.
One idea that apneared to me was that of the lost complexion. There's
a description of dear little Victorian ladies sauntering up to thé moon
to try and find their lost complexion. When they find it, they put it
on like 2 mask end gambolabout,happily pretty once agzein. But if they
can't find it, they sneakily swipe somebody else's and puil that on.
The cunning scheme doesn't work, however. It doesn't fit, and looks
as elegant as & holf-removed nmudpack.

Jnother sweet little idea comes under the departuent of Lost Fashions.
In this valley, 7ou see a wide variety of clothes wandering around as
though they are being worn, but without any people actually being in
them. Elizabethan costumes go cheek by jowl with fancy waistcoats.
Cur hero, having a naughty mind, writes: "411 these dresses conducta
themselves so naturally that I could hardly be satisfied there was not
a prompter within each. Seeing, therefore, an embromdered petticoat,
which walked in a very stately fashion, I ventured to raise it, in
order to disclose what might be there. To this enguiry it made no
resistance; and I found thet it had none of those secrets to keep
which are usually entrusted to a petticoat."

Tough luck, old fellow!

There is one science fictionel gadget that's worth mentioning. Im
the building containimg Lost Vices, instead of finding bottles, you
find a number of devices loosing rather like kaliedoscopes...

"On ecach of these instruments is inscrbied the name of the libertine
who has filled it. On one of them I observed ths name of a man with
whose past life and character I am acquainted. He once accepted

very frankly of all the blessings offered him by Providence, but

now lives in the strict pr.ctice of every virtue which decrepitude
enforces. I took his kaleidoscope from the shelf; and looking into
it, saw him carousing at a table with some companions...Their figures
in this vision were very small out quite perfect, end =11 their looks
and gestures faithfully exhibited...While I was entertained oy see-
ing this company drink in miniature, I accidentally gave the kaleid-
oscope a turn, uvon which the scene vanished in an instant, and
another adventure appeared, thes same still being the hero. He was
now soliciting a beautiful girl with great energy; and from her
reluctance and alarm, I supposed it to be the first interview. He
seemed to make no progress while I held the kaleidoscope still; but
I gave it a slight turn, which advi.nced his suit considerably, and

a great part of her austerity was now omaitted:; whence I found that
I must continue to turn the instrument in orderto bring tris add-
resses to & conclusion. I therzfore turned it round very gradually,
not to lose and stage of the transuction, according to the injunct-
ion of Ovid..."

You dirty old man!

It's not all as interesting as this, however, and the style, wvhilst
being an improvement of that of the review, still tekcs quite a bit of
getting into.




1839'

1351,

LNONYMOUS, & Fantastical Excursion into the Planets. Szunders and

8 L4 2
Otley; London 1833 134. & tour of the Solar System, but a metaphysic-

al one. The narrator describes wercury, Venus, the moon, Mars, Pallas
Ceres, Juno, Vesta, Jupiter, Saturn and Uranus as being inhabited by
fapciful types of men drawn from mythology. ((Ba B1l))

CHARLES DELORME. The Marvellous znd Incredible JAdventures of Charles
Thunderbolt in the Moon. Gunn; London 18%1 391.

Sometimes, first
editions of a book are very difficult to differentiate from subseauent
vrintings. Quite often, the first issue differs from the second only
by a couple of misprints which the proofreader didn't spot, and which
were corrected in subsequeit printings. Heggard's KING SOLOMON'S
MINES is a first class example - the genuine (and valuable) 1lst is

the one with a particulasr set of adverts at the back and half a

dozen typos in the text.

Going by that rule, then, Charles Delorme's epic must have been
rished hot through the press bafore the proofreader had &« chance to
get his hot little blue pencil sharpened,

ind, boy, would it have needed sharpsaing!

It is quite unabashedly an adventure story, and a f ntasy at that,
It embraces on the one extreme the traditional ingredients of the
fairy tale, but on the other it snatches up a few of the trappings
of the more usuzl kind of science fiction story.

It concerns on= Charles Thunderbolt, and starts him off on his

journeyings in a satisfactorily perilous manner. Lashed to the mast

of a smzll boat in a storm, he sees his uncle and his crew washed
overboard, and sventually sleeps. When he wakes up,2ll is calm and
he finds himself afloat on 2 curious sea. A surface layer, abcut a
foot thick, is red in colour, whilst the deeper regions are a trans-
parent green. He can sec fish and an assortment of monsters swimaing
about in the green part. The red part turns out to be a kind of molt-
en chip fat, which is very handy for the carnivorous denizens of the
sea, If they want their nrey really deep-fried, they stick it into
the red layer for a moment and let it sizzle. Chas. is grateful for
his boat! It's not a lunar sea, hovever, but is gpparantly sited
somewhere on Earth.

The action proper starts when a goose dives into the sea and is duly
fried, Chas., feeling hungry, fanciss it for brunch, and nabs it.
Unfortunately, the goose has other ideas. 'Then Chas, cuts himself a
nice slice of breast, it complains and chonges into a2 highly viable,
but less edible, dragon. It's a very remarkable dragon, with consid-
erable shape-changing powers, not to mention size-changing ones. It
takes Chas. for & trip through space - just a small ome. I get the
impression thet author Delorme would have defined it as a couple of
orbits had he been writing a hundred years later. 4t the end of this
trip, Chas, is dumped onto an iceberg in the Arctic and told thot he
is to take a trip to the moon.

Lfter some magical and somewhat satirical adventures, Chas. goes
to the moon. His vehicle is, I supnose, science fictional: the North
Pole (literally, a pole), which the dragon sticks into its innards to
use 2s a propulsion unit.

o


defined.it

He lands on the moon in a country called Northerntine, inhabited
by a horde of tails. Yes, tzils. The things that steer cats round
corners. He learns that 1) the inhabitants are rezlly humans, but have
been enchanted - and consequently discnchanted - by a nasty wizard on
the planet Jupiter. 2) the king is also enchanted, and is only kept
&live by a special water found onr Jupiter. Chas. must go there for a
further supply of this elixir. 3)CHas' girlfriend, the fair Eliza, is
also under a spell and, 4) Charles being under her spell, he agrse to
toddle off and sort the enchzaters out.

He goes to Jupiter in & very scicence fictional spaceship. It is an
aerial steam carriage complete with wings «nd powered by th- faithful
North Pole. He stops for water at Mercury, inhabited by large, furry
satyrs, and at another planet en route.

arrived on Jupiter, he¢ undergoes a series of sword-and-sorcary
adventures which culidinate with the elimination of Eliza's spell,
and the obtaining of a supoly of the moon king's precious water. The
sorcey sequences are about the best in the hook, and though amateuri-
shly written - like the rest of the story - they're still quite
impressive.

The yarn becomes a bit more science fictional following Delorme's
description of Jupiter's sun as being many times larrer than Barths.
In a footnote, the author makes a charmingly naive suggestion that
the inhabitants of Jupiter are more advanced than those of Earth,
and as a result, the Great Deity which runs the Universe could hardly
give then a sum as smalll &s Barth's!

It becomes increasingly science fictional durin; the voyage back
to the Moon. The zerial steaa carriage loses its way when the moon
is obscured by an eclipse, and thers's quite 2 lot of detail of the
voyage. Clias. arrives at the moon too lite to save the ehchanted king.
te finds that he is now king of Northerntine, but as the long book
| is only helf finished at this point, thers are plentry of adventures
: to come. Ls they consist largely of intrigue amongst the Northerntine
| nobles and more sword-and-sorcery stuff, I'll pass over them.

This book could have been a classic if Delorme had been & more
skilful writer. The fertility of ideas was there, and if his science
| was a bit skew-whiff - well, there wasn't much science around in
| those days. ((B1))

1855. SYDNEY WHITING. Helionde, or Adventures in the pui. Chapman and Hall

;
2 ToRAom, H555) 485 Mentioned in passing in Gr.ene as a fantusy. ((BL G))

1364. ANONYMOUS. History of & Voyage Yo tae ioon with an account of the
Adventurers' Subsequent Discoveries. Lockwood; London 1864. ((Bl))

1371. GEORGT MACDONALD. At the Back of the North Wind, Routledge. 1371.

Strictly a fairy story, in which the moon is brought to the Barth
and turns out to be a dinky little thing the size of a house. Bui I
suppose it does foreshadow Andre Lauriec's moon-pulling feat. ((@))

1373. JULES VERWE. From the Barth to the idoon direct in 97 hours 20 minutes
and a Trip Round it. Sampson Low; London 1873 e NIk one of the

founders of modern science fiction. ((¢ BA Bl L ¢))
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